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Tara Bean Foundation Donates $125,000 for
 Brain Tumor Research at UMass Medical School
Shrewsbury, Mass. —  In its ongoing effort to find better treatments for pediatric brain tumors, the Tara Bean Foundation today announced the donation of $125,000 to the UMass Memorial Foundation to fund research by Oguz Cataltepe, MD, FACS, associate professor of neurosurgery and pediatrics at UMass Medical School and director of pediatric neurosurgery at UMass Memorial Medical Center.
The research program titled "Novel molecular targets of brain tumor and AVM-related angiogenesis" will search for new means of early detection of brain tumors and cerebral vascular malformations that can lead to life-threatening hemorrhage in the brain.  “Through his surgical skills, Dr. Cataltepe has saved so many lives.  Now, we hope this research program will lead to earlier detection of pediatric brain tumors, which will translate into even better chances for the children who are afflicted,” said Karen Bean, president of the Foundation which is named for her daughter Tara, who died in 2000 at the age of nine from complications related to a brain tumor.
Brain tumors remain the leading cause of solid tumor cancer deaths in children and the second most common form of childhood and adolescent cancers, after leukemia.  There are over 120 different types of brain tumors, making effective treatment difficult and complicated.  To date, the Tara Bean Foundation has raised in excess of $800,000 to support research and enhanced clinical care for children suffering from brain tumors.  “We greatly appreciate the tremendous support of the Tara Bean Foundation,” Dr. Cataltepe said. “The Foundation’s commitment to better treatment and outcomes for children is a wonderful testament to Tara’s memory.  The resources they have provided over the years are making a real difference in the lives of children today.”

# # #

About the Tara Bean Foundation

The Tara Bean Foundation is a charitable organization that raises money to support basic science research and clinical care for pediatric brain tumors at UMass Medical School, UMass Memorial Medical Center and Children’s Hospital in Boston.  Over the years, the Foundation has purchased much needed surgical equipment and funded brain tumor research among other programs.  The Foundation is also now actively involved in raising awareness and funds to support the planned RNAi Therapeutics Institute at UMass Medical School (UMMS), which will focus on research and development of gene-targeted therapies like RNAi-based therapeutics based on the Nobel-winning discovery of Craig C. Mello, PhD, professor of molecular medicine and cell biology at UMMS.  For more information about the Foundation see www.tarabeanfoundation.org.
About the UMass Memorial Foundation
The UMass Memorial Foundation welcomes donations on behalf of the University of Massachusetts Medical School and UMass Memorial Health Care.  The Foundation was established in 1998 as a 501(C)(3) nonprofit corporation to benefit the Medical School and the health care system.  Through the careful and responsible stewardship of donated funds, the Foundation forms a vital partnership between contributors and health care professionals, educators and researchers to facilitate advancements in medical research, patient care and the education of tomorrow's medical professionals.  Visit the UMass Memorial Foundation at www.umassmed.edu/foundation.
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